Acute renal failure due to sulfinpyrazone.
A case of sulfinpyrazone-associated acute renal failure is reported. Sulfinpyrazone can cause reversible acute renal failure from acute tubular necrosis in patients with volume depletion. Brown tubular casts on urine microscopy and a fractional excretion of sodium greater than 1 are helpful in the diagnosis. Uric acid nephropathy and allergic interstitial nephritis should be included in the differential diagnosis of sulfinpyrazone-associated acute renal failure. Acute reduction of renal blood flow due to inhibition of renal prostaglandin synthesis and kallikrein activity by the drug is a possible mechanism. Treatment of sulfinpyrazone-induced acute tubular necrosis consists of intravascular hydration, supportive care, and withholding sulfinpyrazone. The patients at risk for acute renal failure due to sulfinpyrazone are those who have intravascular volume depletion as sensed by the kidneys.